
Having gone through the TFR twice now, once as a passenger and today as PIC, I 
thought I would give my 2 cents worth.   
 
Operationally, things went very smoothly.  I received outstanding service (as 
usual) from Washington approach.  Today was a CAVU day, and my VFR departure and 
arrival were non-events.  The only snag was on my return when the briefer at 
Leesburg was a little unfamiliar with getting my TFR flight plan set up, but 
after a minute or two things were ironed out. 
 
Currently, these procedures are not really a burden to me personally.  I'm used 
to talking to ATC & I always get a weather briefing before I fly.  However, 
these procedures are strangling the airport economy & if things continue they 
way they are now, I can't envision any of the airports operating in the long 
term. 
 
For example, today was the first day of daylight savings time, the sky was 
clear, and the wind was light.  Basically a perfect day for boring holes in the 
sky.  W32 had a total of 8 operations.  That's right: 8 operations all day.   
Somehow, we need to find a way to open the areas around the airport to 
transients (fuel sales & maintenance), allow local pattern work, and allow NORDO 
traffic to use these facilities.  I stated that the procedures themselves are 
not a burden to me at this time, but the consequences of having them permanently 
established will cause a harm to every airport business & pilot.  Already, some 
flight schools have left VKX, a maintenance facility has left CGS.  In a couple 
of months, where will I go to get my BFR or get my aircraft worked on.  I can't 
even stay proficient in the local pattern with a few take off's and landings.   
Thus, what doesn't inconvenience me now, will become a monster later on.   
 
There have been several suggestions from others in this forum from making TFR 
flyways to going back to the way things were on 9/10.  I believe Bill Adler's 
submission, which links the security advisory system with various flight 
procedures around DC, to be an execellent starting point for dialogue.  I don't 
agree with all of his details, but it's a start. 
 
 


